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Report  of  the  Trustees 


To  his  Excellency , Charles  W.  Gates,  Governor: 

The  trustees  of  the  Austine  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
beg  leave  to  submit  their  report  for  the  years  1912-1913  and 
1913-1914.  We  would  first  record  our  appreciation  of  the  gener- 
ous bequest  of  Col.  William  Austine,  which  made  it  possible  to 
found  this  School,  and  the  timely  appropriation  of  the  Vermont 
legislature  which  enabled  us  to  enter  upon  the  construction  of  the 
school  building.  This  building  is  located  about  a mile  from  the 
village  of  Brattleboro,  upon  the  farm  purchased  for  that  purpose. 
The  site  is  upon  an  elevation  which  affords  a view  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Valley  for  miles  both  north  and  south,  including  the  Green 
Mountains,  the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  pic- 
turesque Northfield  hills.  This  view  is  not  only  inspiring  but 
restful;  it  is  impossible  to  express  in  words  the  pictures  which 
remain  in  the  mind,  but  the  impression  of  grandeur,  beauty  and 
peacefulness  must  always  be  an  incentive  to  higher  appreciation 
of  the  Creator’s  handiwork.  We  recognize  that  to  accomplish 
the  highest  success,  our  efforts  in  the  various  activities  of  life 
must  be  to  bring  each  into  harmony  with  the  highest  and  the  best 
that  is  possible  with  the  materials  with  which  we  are  supplied ; we 
must  have  a mind  well  disciplined,  and  a familiarity  with  the  best 
methods  by  which  these  results  can  be  obtained.  We  were  par- 
ticularly fortunate  in  securing  these  qualities,  with  the  addition 
of  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  in  all  details,  when  we  engaged, 
as  principal  of  our  School,  Miss  Helen  G.  Throckmorton.  Her 
training  was  obtained  at  the  Clarke  School  for  the  Deaf  in 
Northampton,  where  she  taught  for  ten  years;  she  taught  four 
years  at  Mt.  Airy,  Pa.,  and  was  principal  of  the  oral  department 
of  the  Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  of  which  Mr. 
Wm.  A.  Bowles  has  for  many  years  been  superintendent.  With 
a natural  love  for  children,  a mother’s  care  is  given  to  each 
child,  and  at  the  same  time,  proper  discipline  is  maintained, 
and  character  is  developed  in  a way  to  make  good  citizen- 
ship. Teachers  have  been  employed  to  instruct  the  deaf  pupils 
in  the  usual  branches  of  the  common  school,  in  addition  to  lip- 
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reading  and  oral  speech.  Results  for  the  two  years  have  been 
satisfactory.  The  blind  pupils  have  also  been  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  special  teachers  in  the  same  branches,  supplemented  by 
typewriting  and  music;  in  this  latter  study  they  have  been 
especially  aided  by  the  use  of  the  piano,  which  was  a gift  from 
the  Retting  estate  and  is  highly  appreciated.  We  take  pleasure 
in  commending  the  teachers  for  their  faithful  work  and  also  the 
supervisors  who  have  watched  over  and  cared  for  the  children. 
The  domestic  life  of  the  School,  upon  which  depends  so  much 
of  the  ultimate  success  and  happiness  of  all  the  departments, 
has  been  under  the  efficient  management  of  the  matron.  Miss 
M.  A.  Walp,  and  her  corps  of  assistants.  The  quiet  work  of 
this  department  has  moved  on  successfully,  bringing  such  cheer 
and  comfort  each  day  that  we  desire  especially  to  commend  it. 

The  State  Board  of  Visitors,  consisting  of  Governor  Fletcher, 
Lieutenant-Governor  Howe  and  Speaker  Plumley,  paid  us  a visit, 
giving  careful  inspection  to  all  departments  of  the  school,  and 
gave  their  official  approval  and  benediction  at  the  close  of  their 
visit. 

To  all  residents  of  Brattleboro  who  have  contributed,  by  enter- 
tainments or  otherwise,  to  the  cheer  of  the  School,  and  to  friends 
from  other  parts  of  the  state  who  have  given  books  and  other 
entertaining  literature  as  well  as  various  articles  of  interest,  we 
extend  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Henry  D.  Holton,  M.  D. 

George  C.  Averill 

George  R.  Anderson,  M.  D. 

TT7  TT  T TVT  f TrUStCCS. 

Winfred  H.  Lane,  M.  D. 

Herbert  B.  Chamberlain 

J.  Edgar  Mellen 
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Report  of  the  Physician  to  the  Austine  Institution 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Austine  Institution: 

Gentlemen:  For  the  biennial  period  ending  August  31,  1914, 
I submit  the  report  following:  The  general  health  of  the  pupils 
has  been  very  good.  I believe  that  the  absence  of  sickness  among 
the  children  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  excellent  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Institution,  to  well-regulated  exercise  and  diet, 
and  to  the  careful  attention  of  the  principal  and  her  assistants 
to  each  pupil  individually. 

Following  the  Christmas  holidays  of  1912,  a pupil  came  to 
us,  for  the  first  time,  who  had  recently  been  ill  with  a mild  and 
unrecognized  case  of  scarlet  fever.  From  this  child,  there  devel- 
oped two  quite  severe  cases.  Both  made  good  recoveries.  Need- 
less to  say,  these  cases  were  quickly  isolated  in  the  hospital 
ward,  and  we  were  fortunate  indeed  to  have  no  further  spread 
of  the  disease.  On  the  Easter  Sunday  following,  the  children 
attended  public  services  in  one  of  the  local  churches.  Someone 
in  that  audience  was  just  coming  down  with  measles.  Quite  a 
general  epidemic  followed  throughout  the  village,  and  eight  cases 
developed  among  the  pupils.  There  were  no  serious  results.  In 
February,  1914,  a pupil  developed  tuberculosis  and  it  was 
thought  wisest  to  have  him  returned  to  his  home. 

There  has  been  no  other  sickness  with  the  exception  of  an 
occasional  cold,  now  and  then  a mild  tonsillitis,  or  some  acute 
indigestion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Winfred  H.  Lane,  M.  D. 


Report  of  the  Surgeon  to  the  Austine  Institution 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Austine  Institution: 

Gentlemen:  I beg  to  report  that  during  this  biennial  period 
there  has  been  very  little  surgical  work  to  be  done;  only  two 
cases  have  presented  themselves,  one  for  phimosis,  and  one  for 
palmar  abscess.  Each  was  operated  upon  successfully,  and  the 
recoveries  were  without  incident. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  R.  Anderson,  M.  D. 
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Principal’s  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Austine  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind: 

Gentlemen  : I hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Institution  for  the  years  ending  August  31,  1913, 
and  August  31,  1914. 

When  the  school  was  established  the  governor  was  asked  to 
designate  as  pupils  only  such  children  as  had  received  no  previous 
instruction,  or  had  been  in  other  schools  not  more  than  two 
years. 

His  decision,  however,  was  that  all  state  funds  should  be 
expended  within  the  state  whenever  possible,  and  therefore  that 
all  children  who  were  receiving  aid  from  the  state  should  be  sent 
to  the  Institution.  This  brought  to  us  children  from  several 
schools  and  from  grades  ranging  from  the  primary  to  the  gram- 
mar departments. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  when  the  school  was  opened  in 
September,  1912,  was  sixteen.  During  the  year  the  enrollment 
increased  to  twenty-nine.  Of  these,  twenty-five  were  deaf  and 
four  were  blind. 

The  general  health  was  excellent  until  after  the  Christmas 
holidays,  when  scarlet  fever  was  most  unfortunately  brought 
into  the  school  by  a new  pupil,  who  had  had  such  a very  mild 
form  of  the  disease  that  her  mother  thought  she  was  suffering 
only  from  a severe  feverish  cold,  and  brought  her  to  the  Institu- 
tion in  apparently  good  health.  Just  five  days  after  this  child 
was  received  as  a pupil,  the  youngest  boy  in  the  school,  a little 
lad  of  five  years,  was  taken  ill  and  three  days  later  a little  girl 
of  eight  also  came  down  with  it. 

A graduate  nurse  of  experience  was  immediately  installed  in 
the  suite  of  hospital  rooms,  where  all  three  children  were  kept 
in  strict  isolation  until  entirely  recovered. 

The  main  part  of  the  building  was  thoroughly  fumigated  at 
once,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  further  contagion. 
There  were  no  other  cases.  The  hospital  suite  was  also  thor- 
oughly fumigated  after  the  children  had  been  discharged  and 
returned  to  the  family. 
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In  the  spring  there  were  a number  of  cases  of  measles;  the 
first  case  contracted  at  church  on  Easter  Sunday.  There  were 
no  complications  and  all  made  rapid  and  complete  recoveries. 

School  work  began  on  Wednesday,  September  17.  The  hours 
were  from  8.15  a.m.  to  1 p.m.,  with  a recess  of  fifteen  minutes 
beginning  at  10.30. 

Lessons  in  sewing  and  basketry  were  given  in  the  afternoons, 
and  on  Saturday  mornings  a number  of  the  boys  received  two 
hours’  instruction  in  sloyd. 

The  class  of  beginners  in  the  department  for  the  deaf  increased 
in  numbers  so  rapidly  that  it  was  necessary  to  divide  it,  and  a 
student  teacher  was  appointed  January  3,  1913,  to  take  charge 
of  the  younger  division,  under  supervision. 

Closing  exercises  were  held  on  Wednesday  morning,  June  4. 
After  the  address,  which  was  given  by  Dr.  Henry  D.  Holton, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows : 

For  the  Greatest  Improvement  in  Class  Work,  Hattie  Andrews. 

For  the  Best  Work  in  Sewing,  Marguerite  Holtham. 

For  the  Greatest  Improvement  in  Sewing,  Muriel  Pratt. 

For  the  Best  Work  in  Basketry,  Martin  Fiske. 

For  the  Best  Work  in  Sloyd,  Lester  Piper. 

For  the  Greatest  General  Improvement,  Florice  Harrison. 

For  Excellent  Deportment  and  Uniform  Courtesy,  Yera  Bickford. 

Three  pupils,  who  were  unable  to  follow  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion further  with  profit,  were  honorably  discharged. 

The  furnishing  of  the  building  was  completed  during  the 
summer. 

Two  schoolrooms  were  enlarged;  clothespresses  were  built 
in  the  packing  room,  and  additional  shelves  put  in  the  linen 
room. 

The  School  opened  for  its  second  year  on  September  16,  1913, 
with  an  attendance  of  thirty-three  pupils.  The  enrollment  in- 
creased to  thirty-five  after  the  Christmas  holidays.  Of  these, 
twenty-nine  were  deaf  and  six  were  blind. 

Regular  work  was  pursued  along  the  same  lines  as  in  the 
previous  year,  though  it  was  found  advisable  to  change  the  school 
hours  and  to  have  two  daily  sessions;  namely,  from  9 to  11.45 
a.m.,  and  from  1.30  to  3.30  p.m. 

A class  in  cooking  was  formed  in  the  department  for  the  deaf ; 
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and  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  was  begun  in  the 
department  for  the  blind.  Light  gymnastics  were  also  included 
in  the  course  of  instruction. 

The  health  record  was  excellent  throughout  the  year.  Aside 
from  a number  of  cases  of  tonsillitis  in  the  spring  there  were  no 
contagious  diseases  among  either  pupils  or  officers. 

One  boy,  who  had  been  far  from  well  for  several  years  before 
he  was  transferred  to  this  school,  proved  to  have  tuberculosis 
and  could  not  be  retained  as  a member  of  the  family,  and  was 
therefore  sent  home. 

One  little  girl  proved  incapable  of  learning  with  other  chil- 
dren and  after  faithful  trial  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  School  was  honored  in  having  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  present  at  the  closing  exercises,  which  were  held 
on  Thursday  morning,  June  11. 

Doctor  Bell  gave  the  address  and  Dr.  Henry  D.  Holton,  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  distributed  the  prizes.  The 
prize  winners  were: 

Florence  Bodware,  for  the  Best  Class  Work. 

Pearl  Grant,  for  Machine  Stitching. 

Hazel  Marty n,  for  Embroidery. 

Florence  Bodware,  for  Neatness  in  Sewing. 

Zylpha  Porter,  for  the  Greatest  Improvement  in  Sewing. 

Pearl  Grant,  for  the  Best  Work  in  Basketry. 

Zylpha  Porter,  for  the  Greatest  Improvement  in  Basketry. 

Lester  Piper,  for  the  Best  Work  in  Sloyd. 

Pearl  Stark  and  Sterling  Pike,  for  Good  Deportment. 

Maynard  Medor,  for  the  Greatest  General  Improvement. 

Florice  Harrison,  for  Courtesy  and  Obedience. 

Special  prizes  were  given  to 

Hazel  Martyn,  for  Cooking. 

Florence  Bodware,  for  Speech  Reading. 

Fred  Hoag,  for  Attention  and  Application. 

Hazel  Martyn,  for  the  Best  Speech  in  a Contest. 

In  the  summer,  contracts  were  awarded  for  a cement  walk,  to 
extend  from  the  north  entrance  to  the  street;  for  two  swing 
pavilions  and  for  a vegetable  cellar. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  G.  Throckmorton. 


12 


Catalogue  of  Pupils 
1912-1913 

Department  for  the  Deaf 


Beaton,  Austin 
Bodware,  Florence  O. 
Clarke,  Wilola 
Fairbanks,  Ralph  H. 
Fuller,  Ruth 
Gray,  Chloe 
Grant,  Pearl 
Harrison,  Florice  . 
Holtham,  Marguerite 
Homand,  Esreal  . 
Johnson,  Beula 
Lavigne,  Arthur 
Livermore,  Marjorie 
Martyn,  Hazel 
Medor,  Maynard  . 
Mulligan,  Clifford 
McDonald,  Annie  . 
Pike,  Sterling  A.  . 
Piper,  Lester  . 
Porter,  Zylpha 
Pratt,  Muriel  . 
Russell,  Raymond 
Spooner,  Nora 
Story,  Ida  . 
Towle,  Donald 


Cabot. 
Bellows  Falls. 

Jamaica. 
. Springfield. 
Londonderry. 

Clark. 
East  Concord. 
Benson. 
. Sheffield. 
Bellows  Falls. 
West  Brattleboro. 
. Swanton. 
. Huntington. 
Plainfield. 
. Swanton. 
. Bennington. 
Woodstock. 
Rochester. 
. Chester. 
Marshfield. 
. North  Duxbury. 
North  Pownal. 
. Morrisville. 
St.  Albans. 
. Enosburg  Falls. 


Department  for  the  Blind 

Andrews,  Hattie 
Bickford,  Vera 
Fiske,  Dorothy 
Fiske,  Martin  . 


Brandon. 
St.  Albans. 
. Waterbury  Center. 
. Waterbury  Center. 
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Catalogue  of  Pupils 

1913-1914 

Department  for  the  Deaf 


Allen,  Mar j orie 
Barrows,  Clarence 
Beaton,  Austin 
Bodware,  Florence  O. 
Brown,  Eisedora  . 
Fairbanks,  Ralph  H. 
Fuller,  Ruth 
Gould,  Charlotte  . 
Gray,  Chloe 
Grant,  Pearl  . 
Harrison,  Florice  . 
Homand,  Esreal  . 

J ohnson,  Beula 
Lavigne,  Arthur 
Livermore,  Marjorie 
Martyn,  Hazel 
Medor,  Maynard  . 
Mulligan,  Clifford 
McDonald,  Annie  . 
MacDurfey,  Arthur 
Pike,  Sterling  A.  . 
Piper,  Lester  . 
Porter,  Pauline 
Porter,  Zylpha 
Pratt,  Muriel  . 
Russell,  Raymond 
Stark,  Pearl 
Stirling,  James 
Towle,  Donald 


Barre. 
Waltham. 
Cabot. 
Bellows  Falls. 

Pittsford. 
. Springfield. 
Londonderry. 
Newport. 
Sutton. 
East  Concord. 

Benson. 
Bellows  Falls. 
West  Brattleboro. 
. Swanton. 
. Huntington. 
Plainfield. 
. Swanton. 
. Bennington. 
Woodstock. 
Charlotte. 
Rochester. 
. Chester. 
Marshfield. 
Marshfield. 
. North  Duxbury. 
East  Bennington. 

Orwell. 
Barre. 
. Enosburg  Falls. 


Department  for  the  Blind 


Bickford,  Vera 
Fiske,  Dorothy 
Fiske,  Martin  . 
Hoag,  Fred 
Kelley,  Beulah 
Laraway,  Maurice 


St.  Albans. 
Waterbury  Center. 
Waterbury  Center. 
. Swanton. 
. Holland. 
Waterville. 
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Purposes  of  the  Institution  and  General  Information 


The  Austine  Institution  is  not  an  asylum,  a hospital  nor  a 
home,  but  purely  a school:  intended  for  children  of  sound  mind, 
totally  deaf  or  totally  blind,  or  whose  hearing  or  sight  is  too 
defective  to  enable  them  to  receive  their  education  in  the  public 
or  private  schools  provided  for  those  who  have  normal  hearing 
and  sight. 

Children  who  are  in  any  degree  mentally  deficient  are  not 
eligible  for  admittance,  and  any  who  prove  incapable  of  learning 
will  not  be  retained. 

The  parents  or  guardians  of  any  deaf  or  blind  child  can  ar- 
range to  have  the  child’s  board  and  tuition  at  the  school  at  the 
expense  of  the  state. 

Parents  who  make  this  arrangement  are  only  required  to  clothe 
the  child,  pay  incidental  expenses  and  expenses  incurred  by  ill- 
ness, and  for  transportation. 

Pupils  from  other  states  and  private  pupils  from  the  state 
of  Vermont  are  also  admitted.  Terms  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 

Pupils  should,  as  a rule,  be  entered  at  seven  years  of  age. 
Well-developed,  bright  children  can  sometimes  be  advantageously 
admitted  at  five  years.  None  under  five  or  over  twenty  will  be 
admitted. 

Applications  for  admission  for  the  succeeding  year  should  be 
made  before  the  end  of  June,  when  possible. 

A deposit  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  should  be  sent  to  the 
principal  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  September,  and  an  equal 
sum  the  first  of  February,  for  incidental  expenses. 

Every  article  of  clothing  should  be  plainly  marked  with  the 
pupil’s  full  name  with  indelible  ink,  and  a complete  list  of  the 
clothing  should  be  sent  in  the  trunk  or  other  baggage. 

The  School  assembles  on  the  third  Monday  in  September,  and 
regular  work  begins  the  following  morning. 

The  usual  holidays  are  given  at  Christmas  time,  which  the 
pupils  may  spend  at  their  homes. 
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They  are  not  allowed  to  go  home  at  other  times  during  the 
school  year. 

School  closes  the  latter  part  of  June. 

Applications  and  letters  for  information  should  be  sent  to 
Miss  H.  G.  Throckmorton,  Principal. 


Acknowledgments 

The  generous  gift  of  a piano  from  the  Retting  estate  made 
it  possible  to  include  music  in  the  course  of  instruction  for  the 
blind.  The  School  received  a complete  set  of  “Young  Folks’ 
Library”  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Averill,  and  valuable  books 
pertaining  to  the  education  of  the  deaf  from  Dr.  Henry  D. 
Holton  and  Mrs.  George  E.  Warner.  To  them  and  to  all  others 
who  have  sent  gifts  of  money,  books,  magazines,  sleds,  fruit  and 
other  articles  for  the  instruction  and  pleasure  of  the  pupils,  we 
wish  to  express  our  thanks.  We  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
many  kind  invitations  to  entertainments  extended  to  the  pupils  by 
the  Sunday  schools,  the  Woman’s  Club,  the  management  of  the 
Auditorium  and  our  friends;  and  the  receipt  of  the  following 
school  publications,  which  have  been  heartily  appreciated: 

The  Mt.  Airy  World 
The  Mississippi  Voice 
The  Illinois  Advance 
The  Virginia  Guide 
The  California  Voice 
The  Deaf  Oklahoman 
The  Kansas  Star 


16 


